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PREFACE

During the e, 18356, eight Masonic Brethren, who had e 1o settle in
Mankato, ¢oncenvee the idea of starting a Muasonwe 1 -de lhu eight
Brethren had e nere from many places in the U.s. A T Heved in the
future of tm~ N tv. which consisted then of a lirle | onoof log
cabins. and 2 ‘o frame structures. Consequentlv, these ciohe Brechren.

N

earlv in 153 :routoned the Grand Lodge of Minnesota, wrnich hid been
formed in 1~3-~. 7 - . dispensation to form a Lodge. On Muarch & 0 8340 <his
petition wais crenzed by the then Grand Master, A. T. C. Piers oo woid on
January 6. 15370 & ~ermanent charter was granted, and the Loduoe was denig
nated as Mankh.o Lodge No. 12,

Brn'he— ( m.cles Chapman, who wrote a history of the Lodge from it
beginning ur :+ o0l vividly tells us of the early struggles and jovs of the

Brethren. 'Ih-m mardships often seemed insurmountable, especially when thes
were deep i ¢ on account of a venture in promoting a cemetery. During all
these unf.. -.he circumsrances, the Lodge survived, because there alwaus
were some good and true Brethren to lend a helping hand

This is nt an attempt to recapitulate the events of the early years, but to
continue where Brother Chapman left off—at the close of 1901.

For th ~¢ who have not read Brother Chapman’s history, it may be in-
teresting to recall some of the early happenings. During 1862, under the ad-
ministration of Brothet Hanna as Worshipful Master, a vigorous attempt was

made to coliect delinquent dues by accepting negotiable notes from the
Brethren. The buv-laws were amended in 1862 creating the offices of Stewards,
Chaplain and Marshal.

The great event of 1862, however, was the Sioux massacre which took the
lives of nearlv 1 thousand white settlers, leaving a large part of the country
west of Mankat depopulated. Many of the survivors sought refuge in Man-
kato. Ar night the men stood watch while women and children were gathered
in the Masonic building and another stone building. Sick persons also were
taken to the Muasonic hall and the lodge room became a hospital.

After the Indians were subdued about four hundred of them were brought
as prisoners 1o Mankato, and 38 of the leaders executed by hanging.

While rhe Sinux massacre was a disaster to the State, it brought a measure
of prosperity to the Lodge. Many of the soldiers stationed in Mankato to guard
the prisoners were destrous of joining the Fraternity. As the Grand Master
had given a special dispensation to waive the usual requirements of residence,
many of the snldiers were accepted. This dispensation was later declared illegal
under Masonic faw and can be explained only by the patriotic fervor of the
hour.

During the vear ]86% ninety-five degrees were conferred. In this year also
Blue Earth Chanrer No. R()yval Arch Masons, was formed and received its
charter. In 1865 \Link’lf’() Commandery No. 4, Knights Templar, was organ-
ized and received its charter from the Grand Encampmmt of Knights Templar
of the United States as there was no Grand Commandery vet in Minnesota.

In 1867 Brother Chapman gave lectures on the history of architecture
and Brother Alpheus Spor lectured on Christianity and Masonry. A new
carpet, adorned with Masonic emblems, was purchased at the cost of $105.
The Royal Arch Chapter contracted to pav +he Lodge $50 a year as rent and
the Commandery contracted for the use of the lodge rooms for $25 annually.



In these pioneer days apparently there were many non-affiliated Masons in
Minnesota. In 18G9 the Grand Master ordered all non-affiliates to apply to
some lodge or be suspended. This order was repealed in 1871 as it had em-
bittered many non-affiliated Brethren against those Lodges that tried to en-
force the rule.

Brother Robert Morris, a Past Grand Master of Kentucky and a noted
Masonic scholar, made a visit to Mankato in September of 1871 and delivered
four lectures in the Presbyterian Church and at Higgins Hall. He also gave two
private lectures, one to Master Masons only, and the other to Masons, their
wives, sisters and daughters. Brother Morris, who was the founder of the
Order of the Eastern Star, returned to Mankato in December, 1871, and organ-
ized Cereal Chapter No. 2. The tirst Lastern Star Chapter in Minnesota, at
Hokah, has long since dropped from existence making Cereal Chapter No. 2
the oldest in Minnesota.

In the spring of 1874 Mankat, Muasons proved their Masonic charity by
sending $82 to the victims of the Misassippi river flood in Louisiana.

On September 27, 1874, Mankco Lodge chartered a special trzin to at-
tend the funeral of Past Grand Mus.«r Arnes ar Minneapolis, and this turned
out to be a rather harrassing event. ¢ train left Mankato at six o’clock in the
morning. The Brethren marched from the depot in Minneapolis to the
home of the deceased Grand M.wer. After both religions and Knights
Tempiar services they marched ¢ . ¢'.cont cemetery for services at the grave
and thea the procession moved hack o i~ ~rarting place. The Mankato deiega-
tion, tired and hungry, arrived 1t th: Minneapolis depot at 4:30 p. m. They
had had nothing to eat since earlv morning, and were assured there would be
time in St. Paul for refreshmencs. But. 2las. when they returned to the St. Paul
depot the last train for Mankato hul 2ready gone so they had to remain in
St. Paul over night.

Notable also were the happenings of 1877, when a committee was ap-
pointed to look into the acquiring of 1 new Lodge Hall. The committee recon-
mended to accept a proposition rendercd by Messrs. Sullivan and Terry to
enlarge a building which they owned .t vur present location at Hickory and
Second Street, size 22 x 60. The plan wis o enlarge the building to 52 x 90,
and Mankato Lodge INo. 12 to rike o lease an rhe second floor for ninety-nine
years, for the sum of $4,600.00. i'ke Lodee adopted this offer on March 23,
1877, and the building was comvie-cd ™ December of that year. On December
19th, the hall was dedicated, with <ilemn ceremonies, by the Grand Master,
G. B. Cooley. Mankato Commande-v No. -1 served the banquet, the tickets for
which were $5.0C each. Broiher Chapmuan iists the menu for this occasicn,
which was indeed sumptuous. Afrer paving the band and other expenses, the
profits were only $30.00.

Masters of Mankato Lodge No. 12
1857 to 1901

George Maxfreld ... ... . e e .1857-1858
Lewis Branson ... . ... .. e . 185921860
Wm, 8. Sargent ... . e et e e 1861
Andrew Hanna ... ... . e e 1862-1867
John A. Willard : v . 1808
E. D. B. Porter 1869-1870
C. A Chapman ... et ..1871-1873
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S. F. Barney ... et e 1874

Amos D. Seward e e 1875
H. McMurtrie e e . 1876-1877
David B. Owen R P ... 1878
C. A. Chapman .. 1878
Thomas Bennett e e 1880-1881
C. A. Chapman e e, . 1882-1883
Wm. S. Howe e e 1884-1885
J. W. Andrews e et e et ... 18861889
Geo. W. Mead e e e e 1890-1893

Clark Kevsor s« e 1894-1896

H. McMurtrie 1897
Jean A. Flitac e e e v 1898
P. L. Vranizun PR 1899
Judson W' D e e e e . 1900
Wim, FooJewson R 1901

1902
Ciustan Widell, W M, Adolph O. Lberhart, S. W.
¢ L. Kennedy, J. W. Harry Paddock, Sec'y
C. A. Chapman, Treas.

During the vear, 1902, several memorable events took place. On July 2,
Mankato Lodge laid the corner stone of the Public Library. The library board
had invited the Lodge to perform the ceremony. At the laying of the corner
stone. Grand Master A. D. Countryman officiated, with most of the members
of the Grand Lodge present. Besides that, about 300 Masons within a radius of
forty miles alvo attended. Previous to the ceremony a parade was formed, con-
sisting of Musons, Knights Templar, Ladies of the Eastern Star, members of
the Cirv Governmens, the library board, and others, including a few of ihe
original seutlers of the city. Copies of four Mankato newspapers, history of
the library baard, and a history of Mankato Lodge No. 12, by C. A. Chapman,
and inscribed bv the Master and Secretary, were placed in the corner stone.

After the ceremonies, the Brethren retired to the Masonic Hali where
excellent refreshments were served by the Ladies of Cereal Chapter No. 2,
to 400 people. ar a cost of $140.00.

On Julv 26th. a stated communication summons had been sent out for a
Masonic trial to all members. Those who did not show up had to have a valid
excuse. At the trial. the Brother was found guilty, and expelled from all the
rights and privileges of Masonry.

It seems thar at this time a Brother could buy a life membership for about
$20.00. In the light of the present, this appears to be very optimistic, as that
amount would pay the per capita tax for only eight years. The fees then were
$35.00, and dues, $2.00 per year. It is worthy of note that the Worshipful
Master of 1902, Gustaf Widell, became Grand Master in 1907, and the Senior
Warden became Lieutenant Governor, and after the death of Governor John-
son, Brother Eberhart became Governor of Minnesota. He was re-elected to
that high office for at least two more terms. Gustaf Widell later in his life was
elected to the Minnesota Senate, and served Blue Earth County faithfully for
several terms in that body. In private life, he was a contractor, and as such
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built the Main Street Bridge, and also the Blue Earth River Bridge in West
Mankato.

Membership 152. Secretary’s salary $25.00.

1903
A. O. Eberhart, W. M. S. B. Wilson, S. W.
C. L. Kennedy, Jr. W. Harry Paddock, Sec’y

C. A. Chapman, Treas.

During the winter months, there were complaints of the stench in the
Hall, originating from a horse barn next doot. A committee was appointed to
investigate the nuisance, and abate the matter if possible. After investigation,
the committee recommended that the remedy should wait till spring, and then
get the wall plastered on the barn side.

The lesser lights were placed on the north side of the Hall to conform
with a ruling by the Board of Custodians. A telephone was installed in the
Hall, with the Lodge, Chapter, Commandery, and Star each paying one-fourth
of the cost. Also, a directory of the time when the several bodies held their
meetings was placed in the various hotels of the city. This, too, was paid
for by the different bodies. A railing was placed on both sides of the stairway,
and three dozen fans were purchased for the use of the Brethren during hot
weather—price 90 cents. On November 14, a formal resolution was adopted
to create a building fund by placing $100.00 out of the treasury in such a
fund, and adding to it whenever possible. The owners of the building ap-
proached the Lodge with a proposition to either buy the whole building, or
state what the Lodge would take for their lease. A committee was appointed
to look into this. The Worshipful Master spoke about a proposition submitted
by the Grand Master as to a Masonic Home, to which Mankato Lodge No. 12
was opposed at that time. The Lodge was very active, had many special com-
munications, and enjoyed many visitors.

Membership at end of year, 164.

1904
S. B. Wilson, W. M. F. L. Searing, S. W.
J. Bates, Jr. W. C. A. Chapman, Treas.

Harry Paddock, Sec’y

The above officers were installed at an open ceremony on December
23, 1903, On January 9, 1904, the committee appointed to look into the matter
of new quarters reported. Up to that time, it had been the custom of the
several bodies to bear the expenses of running the hall jointly. A committee
was appointed to investigate the acquiring the first floor of the building then
occupied by McCormick-Deering. The owners were the Shepard Estate and
the agent was Col. Wm. Johnson. The committee found that the owner would
sell for $6,825.00. The Lodge offered $4,000.00. After many meetings, and
many discussions pro and con, it seems that the purchase of the property final-
ly was accomplished in September of 1904, for $5,500.00 Under date of Sep-
tember 9, we find a memorandum of a cash payment of the following funds
to the owner: Mankato Lodge Building Fund, $102.00; Blue Earth Chapter
note at 5 per cent, $300.00; Mankato Commandery note, $204.00; Life Mem-
bership Funds, $894.00; total $1,500.00. Secretary Paddock resigned on June
25, and Brother Jewson was elected as Secretary on July 9th.

The McCormick-Deering Company was given a lease on the first floor of
the building at $50.00 per month, running from December 31, 1904. Cards
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were ordered printed to inform a vistor’s home Lodge of his visit to Man-
kato Lodge. Nineteen hundred and four was indeed a busy year. At least one
and some times two special meetings a month were held to transact the work
of the Lodge. The two Secretaries were allowed $7.00 and $8.00 respectively
—total, $15.00. The Tyler was paid $10.00 per month. Brother Sam B. Wilson,
who was Master during 1904 and 1905, was a successful lawyer of our city.
He served the State of Minnesota as Chief Justice of the Minnesota Supreme
Court later on in his life.

1905
S. B. Wilson, W. M. F. L. Searing, S. W.
F. W Bates, Jr. W. C. A. Chapman, Treas.
W. F. Jewson, Sec’y

This vear did not start out with such a rush of work as had the previous
year. At the February communication, Brother C. L. Kennedy reported about
the nuisance of the adjoining barn, and stated that the committee had not
been able to do anything about it. The Worshipful Master remarked about the
progress of the past, and stated that he would like to see something promoted
for the <ncial interests of the fraternity. After several suggestions, the Wor-
shipful Master invited all the Brethren for a social evening at his residence
on the ¢vening of Washington’s Birthday, February 22.

At the March 25 communication, Brother C. A. Chapman remarked that
this dare was his 40th anniversary as a Mason, of which 36 years years had
been as an otiicer, and the Jast 23 years as Treasurer. The Lodge extended to
him thunks and congratulations for his faithful services. After the meeting
on Julv 22 1z fire was discovered in the lower story. It was fortunate that
several Brothers had stayed after the meeting and discovered the fire. The fire
department was called and appeared almost immediately. Total damage was
held to <193.86, which was covered by insurance.

1906
F. 1. Searing, W. M. F. \W. Bates, Sr. W.
J. S. Young, Jr. W. C. A. Chapman, Treas.
Wm. F. Jewson, Sec’y
At the first srated communication, the Secretary’s salary was raised to

$50.00 per vear. On March 10, the fiftieth anniversary of Mankato Lodge
was observed. with some of the Grand Lodge officers present. After a very
short business meeting, the Lodge was closed at 8 o’clock, and opened for the
historic observance of the semi-centennial anniversary. The Secretary states in
the minutes that the celebration was a most enjoyable one, full of oratory,
reminiscences, music and fellowship. The Masonic quartet was composed of
Brothers John R. Thomas, D. N. Griffith, Evan Hughes, and A. O. Eberhart.
A banquet was served to 205 Brethren at a cost of $51.25. During 1906, many
interesting discussions on various Masonic usages were held for the education
and entertainment of the Brethren. Meetings were held on the second and
fourth Saturdays.

1907
F. L. Searing, W. M. John A. Hancock, Sr. W.
Harry Footner, Jr. W. C. A. Chapman, Treas.
Ben T. Monson, Sec’y
On February 9, permission was given to Cereal Chapter No. 2 to install a
gas range in the kitchen. At the Grand Lodge communication, Brother Gustaf

5



Widell was elected Grand Master of Masons of Minnesota. A reception was
planned to honor him and Brother Eberhart February 15. There is no record
of this meeting.

On May 11, the Worshipful Master was reimbursed by the Lodge, $6.00,
which he had given to a smooth-talking imposter.

The Lodge had many petitions during the year. Most of the petitioners
were elected, and some rejected. One applicant received his first degree on
December 28, 1907, his second on January 3, 1908, and his third on January
6, 1908.

1908
F. L. Searing, W. M. Harry Footner, Sr. W.
J. J. Flachsenhar, Jr. W Wm. F. Jewson, Sec’y

C. A. Chapman, Treas.

The by-laws were amended as follows: Fees, $45.00, and dues shall be $3.00
per year, which may be paid in semi-annual installments if so preferred. In
May, a communication from the chairman of Washington Masonic Memorial
Association was received soliciting funds for the George Washington Memor-
ial Temple. The Lodge contributed $12.00. This was for the beautiful Temple,
which has been erected in Alexandria, Virginia—which American Masonry
can well be proud of.

The janitor, Brother E. R. Kennedy, asked to be relieved of his ducies,
but the Lodge voted him a raise to $15.00 per month, which he accepted.

Nineteen-hundred and eight wus the year of the typhoid epidemic in
Mankato. It seems that Mankato Lodge No. 12 was fortunate, as there were
no deaths reported on account of it. and only one illness. As the city water
seems to have been polluted, it was the task of the stewards, among their
many other duties, to provide the Brethren with sanitary water,

1909
F. W. Bates, W. M. J. M. McConnell, 5r. W.
J. J. Flachsenhar, Jr. W. C. A. Chapman, Treas,
B. T. Monson, Sec'y

On Sunday, January 24, the Lodge was opened for the purpose of attend-
ing the funeral of a Brother, with {iftv-four members participating. March 13,
a loving cup was purchased for the fiftieth wedding anniversary of Brother
and Mrs. C. A. Chapman for $18.50—which expense was shared equally by the
four bodies, April 14, after some discussion, the Lodge purchased a member-
ship in the Masonic Home Society for $50.00.

A special communication on May 17, held for the purpose of confering
the third degree on two candidates, must have been a rather long session. The
Lodge was opened at 7:30 P. M., and the work completed at 11:30 P. M. After
that, they retired to the dining room for a banquet with Brother Dr. J. W.
Andrews as toastmaster. Almost one hundred Brethren were present, includ-
ing over thirty visitors. On November 19, a school of instruction was held by
Grand Master H. M. Tusler, which lasted from 2:30 until 10:30, with recess
for a dinner. At the end of the year, the by-laws were changed to hold stated
communications on the first and third Friday instead of Saturdays.

(910
Harry Footner, W. M. J. M. McConnell, Sr. W.
D. E. Walker, Jr. W. C. A. Chapman, Treas.

E. P. Rutan, Sec’y
6



Electric lights were instatled in the disiing room in February, at a cost
of $16.490, Du1~.10 the momh of May, an Armentan Brother, John f,lmm(wan
visited the Lod <, fc Dsoks as if Te was in the T, 5. oo beha'f of the Christian
people of A; who then saffered szvere hardships ninder fanatical Bo-
hammedan Tu: l\\ Brother Keysor spoke about Haley's comer, which could be
seen in the northiwest sky. Second Street was paved at a cost of §73C.00 to the
Lodge. Tk !nrernational Harvestor Company moved co their own building

on Froo: ond \, ring Streets and the lower flocr was leased to the Hugo Shirt
Compan 2t ~71.0) per month.

. AN 2. o Walker, Seo WL
[ R TS T FON C.oAL (,hdj)ﬂlﬂ!. Treas,

E. P Rut'm Sec’y

- hities with stazed and s Mnl communications wers fhe order
in o P scewards, who 1f seems .nd ‘H'-rge of the uldm" r%c1 were
sendations about necessary refpairs or mnn wements, For special

<oowas sapplied by a Masoric Trio, consisting of Brothers C. C,
i, and AL O. Scotn These B*"*Hm veveived much praise
. Also well hked were Jectures gnen oa several evenings by

searing on fhe hiztory of the chird degree, and by Brother K<t
rganism. Later, in ?e early summer, yher A, O. Eberharr,
ther £, o of Minnesota, aud at another comm ion, Brother Gustaf
Wiagell ~ v ke onoan interesting subject to the Brethren. Hickory Sirset was

paved I o aed the u)c’_‘,,c\ assessment was $367.64.

<

1912
ol Mo Connelt, WAL Do Waller, SN
t 0 apedy, I WL C. A, Chapman, Treas.
C F. W. Bates, Sec'y
The new vear sracted with a special communication for the purpose of
confervivy the Third degree with aboat seventy-five presenr. Brother j. H.
Davidesn f Aodenr Taondmark Lodae of St Paul, had beco engaged as the
spealicr o f the ovooing, for which he received a foe of $15.00,
sreard were appointed o buy an electric letrer UG oof the same
S -qw:fen(iem gver the x\f)i;i]lu.d, Master's chair. There were
. the spring and summer,
e wias appointed to arrapge for g Thanksgiving day
At odnvire the ladies of the Eastern St.r. The party was held

form

9!3

)
’7”3

- Jlaptn:m, Treas.
oW Bates, \,?r'-.'

A Washington Rirl pdr‘ was held on February 22. The by-laws
were amended to read, “Tha: acy candidate who fails (o appear for initiation
or advancement within twelve months, uniess excused for proper cause, must
bring a new pettion and ﬁgn:‘n pass the ordeal of the ballot.”

The lner) barn next to the Temple, which had been a nuisance for many
vears, was bought for $4,000.00.

The number of visizors which came for third degree work is remarkable.
On April 12, there were over forty, and on October 3, they had almost sixty
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with Masons from New Hampshire, Vermont, Iowa, Indiana, Ohio, Illinois,
Rhode Island, and South Dakota jurisdiction, and of course many from other
Minnesota Lodges.

Nineteen-hundred and thirteen was indeed a fruitful year—many peti-
tions were received. On some special communication nights, they conferred the
E. A. Degree on some candidates, and then opened on the F. C. Degree to
confer the work on a group who had taken their E. A, Degree prevmush

Through all this, these were some shining examples of Masonic charity—
for instance, the Worshxpful Master was refunded $25.00, which he had given
in the name of the Lodge for flood sufferers. Taxes, amounting to $22.88, were
paid by the Lodge for the widew of a former member. The Lodge paid for the
rigs for the funeral, $17.50, for a deceased Brother. Brother D. E. Walker,
who was Worshipful Master is still with us, can indeed be proud of the
Masonic spirit prevalent, Whea the sisters of the Eastern Srar seut a bill for
the dinner of October 3, for $33.93, the Lodge allowed them $55.00. On
December 19, the Lodge, after its stated communication, enjoyed musical en-
tertainment and a lecture by che Past Grand Orator, Bishop Fdsall,

Membership at the end of the year, 205.

(914
D. E. Walker, W. M. C. L. Kennedy, Sr. W,
F. A. Fisher, Jr. W. C. A. Chapman, Treas.
T. W. Bates, Sec’y

On January 16, eight petitions for the degrees were received. Also the
same evening, it was suggested to appoint a committee of fifteen to look into
the matter of acquiring a new building which was duly adopted. Again, on
February 6, eight petitions were received. A Washington Birthday party was
held on February 23.

Nothing definite was accomplished with regards to a new building. One
Brother Bradley, had suggested that the Lodge erect a four story structure,
size 95 x 120. As this entailed considerable expense, a ways and means commit-
tee was appointed. Up to the end of the vear, there was no report from this
committee. On November 30, there was a special communication for the pur-
pose of conferring the third degree The Masonic trio, consisting of Brothers
Jones. Hughes and Griffiths, rendered music during the work. Over 100
Brethren were present. Eight veteran Masons, who averaged more than fifty
years of service, were honored, and took part in the work with Brother Clark
Keysor in the chair.

1915
J. M. McConnell, W. M. C. H. Nerbovig, Sr. W.
W. P. Scherer, Jr. W. C. A. Chapman, Treas.
F. W. Bates, Sec’y
The ladies of the Eastern Star were invited for a party which was held
on Washington’s Birthday. On February 5, the Junior Warden, W. P, Scherer,
brought charges against a member of Mankato Lodge No. 12 who had been
convicted of grand larceny in Illinois. A trial commitree was appointed, which
set the trial for April 16. Summons were sent to all the members. On April 16,
125 Brethren answered the call with fifty-five absent. Of those absent, rh:rty-
two had sent excuses and were excused. All visitors were asked ro retire, and
the Lodge voted 124 to 1 for indefinire suspension—eighty-two had voted for
ex pu!“on The Secretary was ordered to notify the Grand Secretary of this
action.



Many petitions for affiliation were received from former members of
Joppa Lodge No. G of Minnesota Lake, which had disbanded. The salary of
the Secretary was raised to $100.000 per year, and the Tyler to $25.00 per
month. The byv-iaws were amended to raise the dues to $6.00 per year,

On June 11. it 2 special communication of the Lodge, the Grand Master
and his officers were received with grand honors. Later on in the evening,
Brother Wide!l wis presented with a Past Grand Master jewel. The balance

of the mnr:g:.g: ~wed to the Sheppard Estate on the building was paid on
Dcember 1.

Brother (¢ ruo Passas architect for the building committee, had prepared
a sketch with ol¢ objecr of remodeling the building at an estimated cost of
§12.000.0:. 4 = .11 was made and carried that the committee go ahead with
the plans .o ~: not exceeding the above amount. The finance committee
was auticicel oo make the pecessary arrangements for the needed loans.
A letter v rucenved from The Mankato Elks Lodge inviting them to hoid
their mecuin 2+ 11 the Elks Hall during the remodeling.

1916
1. M. McConnell, W. M. C. H. Nerbovig, Sr. W.
W, P. scherer, Jr. W. C. A. Chapman, Treas.
F. W. Bates, Sec’y.
Brother J. S. Young, of the University of Minnesota, was engaged as a
Washing:on Bmhday speaker.
Bids were received for the remodeling the Temple from the following
firms:
General Construction, J. B. Nelson ... e $11,455

Plumbing. heating, vent. .. I 3,469
Electricity, Mankato Elec. Co. 518
$15,442

As this was higher than expected, there was much discussion about it.
The bids were finally accepted by a vote of 38-8., The committee that had
looked for a meeting place during the construction reported, and it was de-
cided that the Lodge would meet on the first and third Saturdays at the Odd
Fellow’s Hall for $325.00 per year. The Master was authorized to secure a
dispensation from the Grand Master for transfer of the hall. It was then mov-
ed and accepred to vacate the building by April 1, That was indeed a busy
month in March. Meetings were held on the third, the seventh, the ninth, the
seventeenth, the twentieth, the twenty-seventh the twenty-ninth and thirtieth,
and April 1. This was quite a rush, and a dozen candidates were initiated,
passed and raised during the month.

The square and compass, the letter “G”, and the date was put in the cor-
nerstone. Of course, as everyone know who had ever built anything, there
usually are necessary extras which become evident as the work moves along.
There was 8215 extra for the kitchen, $96 for an extra wall to make two rooms
instead of one in a certain part upstairs, $75 for plastering the old south wall,
and $574 for architect’s fees. Then there was the question of furnishings. On
furnishing, the Eastern Star was invited to appomt a committee to work with
the Lodge Committee. On August 5, a motion was carried that the Grand
Master be informed that we move back into our own building by September 1
—meetings to be held the first and third Fridays. The most urgently needed
furniture and fixtures were bought, and the upstairs painted, which amounted
to another $2,300. On December 8, the Lodge room of the new Masonic
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Temple was dedicated with solemn ceremonies. All the elected Grand officers,
and some of the appointed ones were present. The Grand Master, in hxs
address, congratulated Mankato Lodge No. 12 on their new and beautiful
home. Six of the Brethren were present who had witnessed the dedication of
the old temple on December 19, 1877.

1917
C. H. Nerbovig, W. M. C. W. Coon, Sr. W.
W. A. Sanborn, Jr. \\” C. A. Chapman, Treas,
A\ O Bues, Secy
On Januvary 5, a letter s recenved from the Grand Master, requesting
that funds be solicited from cach member for the Minnesota uf&SG"ln‘ Home,
The annuval rent for the hall wus et at 8250 for Blue Earth Chapter, and
$200 for Mankato Commandary. It was voted that the commistee on charity
be empowered to aid a certain sick and destiture Brother up to $100. The Sec-
retary’s salary was raised to S100 pwr vear siarting February 1—+the Custodian
and Tyler to receive $35 per minih. A siudy club was formed, and several

papers were read on different ¢veninus for the benefic of the Brethren. It was
moved and approved that ail Breihren voho roined the armed forces be kept in
good standing until the end of the v .7 A committee, which had been appoint-
ed to do something for the Brothers who werved our country, recommended
that a Christmas glft be sent 1 . I them. In order to carry on this work,
a donation of $1.00 was asked of cich member.

1918
J. J. Flachsenhar, W. M. W, A Sanbora, Sr. W.
W. M. Taylor, Jr. W. (.. A. Chapman, Treas.

I, WL Baes, Secy.

Many letters were received from Brethren in the armed forces and it was
ordered that these be kept in a spe.i ” tle. A Washington Birthday party was
held, with Brother Frank Doran of Sz Paul as speaker. During March, a dance,
with Brother W. P. Scherrer furni-iiny the music gratis, was held. The ticke:s
required for the dance consisted «f !hrift Stamps. A committee of five was
appointed to keep up correspondence widh the Brothers at the battle front.
An identification tag was given by the Lodgze to every brother leaving for the
army.

The president of the Nornul School (now Teacher’s College), C. H.
Cooper, Rev. G. A. Cahoon of the M. F. Church, and Rev. W. E. Evacs,
of the Welsh Church, petitioned the lLodge for membership. These three
Brethren received their degree during the mnnths of July and August. There is
no record of any meeting held betsween October 5 and December 6. The Life

Membership F Fund was transferred to the General Fund. Fees for membershin
were $50.

3
o
T
S

1919
W. A. Sanborn, W. M, Wilburn M. Taylor, Sr. W,
F. C. Kelly, Jr. W. C. A. Chapman, Treas.

F. W. Bates, Sec’y.

A silk hat was purchased for the Master. The Ladies of the Star preseated
the Lodge with a service flag, which had all the names of the Brothers in
service on it. There were many petitions, and the committees on mvestlganon
were not announced in open Lodge but were left to the Master and becretary
The usual Washington Birthday observance, and several dancing parties were
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held. On these dances, they usually made a little money. It was moved and
adopted thar the pictures of all the Past Masters of No. 12 be displayed in a
frame.

On Mav 20. the cornerstone of the Union School building was laid, with
impressive ceremonies with the Grand Master and many other Grand offlcers
present. Brother A. M. Stein, who had died, willed the Lodge $250. The Lodge
took part in a Julv 4 pageant with a float. Blue Earth Chapter No. 7, RAM,,
made a gift of <100 to the Lodge. A collection was taken up at a stated com-
munication for three needy Brothers, with the result of $33 being collected.
Brother Slrburn s vear was a busy one, with many petitions, monthly dances
and a studv civh under W, P. Scherer.

19290
W A Nonborn, W, M, Wilbur M. Taylor, S. W,
T. C. Keliv, Jr. W, C. A. Chapman, Treas.
F, W. Bates, Sec’y.

Axin former sears, in order to facilitate the large number of candidates,
many special Communications were opened oa the E. A. degree, and the work
conferred on & number of candidates, while at that same meeting, other E. A.
were cxamined as to their proficiency in the lecture. The Lodge was then

opened on the ¥ C. degree, and the Second degree conferred on those who
had been ¢v.imined. earlier the same evening.
Brother Cha-, A Chapman, who had been Treasurer for maay years, died,

and Brother Chias. D. Ott was elected to fill the vacant position, The Secretary
was insructed to extend a vote of thanks to Blue Earth Chapter No. 7 for the
gift of 2300, ind to Cereal Chapter No. 2 for the gift of 5400. Brother F. W.
Bates resizned as Secretary, and Brother F. L. Qearmg was elected to his place.

On Sepuember 30, through an invitation of Star of the East Lodge No.
33 at Owaronna, tweaty-nine Brethren craveled to that city to assist in laying
the cornerstone of a new High School.

The Mavor of M1nne1p0hq Brother J. E. Meyers, gave a lecture on
Masonrs Lmhr the auspices of Blue Earth Chapter No. 7, on November 12.
About on: hundred Brethren from Mankato and nearby Lodges were present.
Thanks were given o Brother W. P. Scherer for bringing this distinguished
Brother rov Munkate. The by-laws were amended to raise the fees for mem-
bership to <65 beginning January 1, 1921.

At the time of remodeling the Temple many of the Brethren had con-
teibuted from 25 to S100 to l\elp the Lodge, for which they had received
certificates. During 10’\) quite a number of these certificates weve returned to
the Lodge as gifts. Jn many other ways, a true Masonic spirit was evident.
The sum of S50 was collected for the Wa<hm ston Memorial, and $46.05 at a
single meeting for a destitute widow of a Bruther

There were sixty-seven meetings during the year as follows: Six in January,
five in February, five in March, six in April, seven in May, seven in June, six
in ]ul) three in August. six in September, five in October, five in November,
and six in December. The Third degree was conferred at twelve of these com-
munications, with a dinner at nine of them. The Worshipful Master, Brother
W. A. Sanborn, was present at sixty of these meetings.

1921
Wilbur M. Taylor, W. M. F. C. Kelly, Sr. W.
G. M. Bergmann, Jr. W. J. J. Flachsenhar, Treas.
F. L. Searing, Sec'y.




The dance committee turned over $100 derived from a dance on New
Year’s eve. Cereal Chapter No. 2, O.E.S,, turned over $600 to the Lodge as a
gift. An all-steel safe was bought for $355. On May 4, a special communication
for the purpose of conferring the Third degree on five candidates. A dinner
was served in the dining room, and the second section of the work was con-
ferred by the Grand Master and some of his officers.

A member of Mankato Lodge No. 12 was accused of un-Masonic conduc,
and a trial was held on May 20. The result of trial was-—guilty 172, not Qullts,
80. There being more than a two-thirds vote against the Brother, he was found
guilty, and indefinitely suspended. Several charitable contributions to destitute
worthy brethren, amounting to about $75 were made. The salary of the Secre-
tary was raised to $175 per vear. During the year, the Third degree was con-
ferred at seven special communications.

1922
F. C. Kelly, W. M. (} M. Bergmann, Sr. W.
M. A. Nichols, Jr. W. J. J. Flachsenhar, Treas.
F. L. Searmg, Secy
On January 30, the Lodge held a reception for Brother Herman Held,
who had been elected Grand Master.

A Washington’s Birthday part\ was held, with music by Brother Parlova,
and an address by Brother R. . Jensen. The Lodge paid a bill of $84.25 in-
curred by a Brother for nursmg expenses. The Stewards reported that an
electric sign could be bought for the Temple for $195, less 25 per cent for
cash.

A De Molay Chapter was established during the year, which was called

Sir Galahad Chapter. Blue Earth Chapter No. 7 assumed the sponsorship,
while Mankato Lodge No. 12 furnished the use of the Temple without rent.

|923
W. A. Sanborn, W. M. A. Nichols, Sr. W,
Oscar Tenzer, Jr. W. I I Flachsenhar, Treas.
F. 1. Searino. Sec'v.

Through recommendation of some of the Brethren, a small, semi-monthly
paper was started, to be paid for bv the advertising therein. It was called
‘The Temple News', and conmined notices of meetings of the different
Masonic bodies, and other items of interest to the craft. The first issue appear-
ed in January, 1923, and subscription thereto was 50 cents per year. Cereal
Chapter No. 2, O.E.S,, again presented rhe Lodge with a gift of $500.

On March 7, there was a very good attendance at a lecture given at the
temple by Brother F. C. Higgins of New York City. At 3:15 P. M., on June
25, the Lodge was opened on the E. A. degree, with several candidates being
initiated others were examined as to their knowledge in this degree. The lat‘er
were then passed to the F. C. degree, while still others were examined in the
F. C. degree. Finally, these last ones were raised to the N. M. degree. A dinner
was served at 6: 30, and Lodge was closed at 9:30. Mankato Masons and Stars,
with Elysian Masons and Stars, held a picnic at Lake Francis.

The study club was also busy during the year. Talks on different Masonic
subjects were given by Brothers Hancock, Nichols, Held and Footner. A com-
mittee was appointed to look into the matter of purchasing a tract of land of
186 acres jointly with the Masons of New Ulm and St. Peter, for the purpose
of establishing a Masonic summer resort.
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Brother J. M. McConnell. a member of Mankato Lodge No. 12, was
Grand Master of Minnesota in 1923, On October 19, he paid his official visit
to the Lodge, which was followed by a reception in his honor.

As was the custom 1n previous years, the Master occasmnally read from
the proceedings of the last Grand Lodge communication, to acquaint the
Brethren with newly adopted rules and regulations.

1924
G. M. Bergmann., W. M M. A. Nichols, Sr. W
Oscar Tenzer, Tr. W, J. J. Flachsenhar, Treas.
F. L. Searing, Sec’y

Cereal Chlpter No, 2 presented the Lodge with a check of $200, as a
token of appr ekll ion for the kindness shown them. At the Washington Birth-
day party. the children of Masons were entertained by the Scottish Rite Club.

On March 21~t. the trial of a Brother who had been charged with un-
Masonic conduce was held. He was found guilty by a vote of 273 to 3, and
expelled from the privileges of Masonry.

The Grand Master, M. W. James, made his official visit to the Lodge on
April 25.

Redecoration of the interior of the Temple was completed by the Endicott
Co., at a cost of 51,077, of which sum $400 was contributed by Blue Earth
Chaprer No. ~. R.AM.—Mankato Commandery No. 4 donated $200 to the
Lodge.

The Muasonic Study Club was active during the year, and interesting talks
on Masonic subjects were given by Brothers Gunn, Sanborn, Loren Clark,
Hancock. and Harry Johnson. Forty-six communications were held during the
year.

1925
M. A. Nichols, W. M. Oscar Henzer, Sr. W,
C. B. Burmeister, Jr. W. J. J. Flachsenhar, Treas.
F. L. Searing, Sec’y.

The Scottish Rite Club again offered their assistance of entertaining the
children at the Washington Birthday party. Cereal Chapter No. 2 again pre-
sented the Lodge with a check of $500. It is worthy of note that the Johnson
Laundry Company had done the laundry work of the Lodge free of charge for
several vears.

The Grand Conclave of Knight's Templar was held on May 19, 20 and
21 in Mankato—Brother J. J. Flachsenhar being Grand Commander of that
body. The Lodge shared in the expense of decorating the Temple.

At that time, it was law of the Grand Lodge of Iowa, and also other
jurisdictions, that a Brother was not a full-fledged member until he had passed
a satisfactory examination in the Third Degree. Consequently, Mankato Lodge
No. 12 was asked by that jurisdiction to examine certain Brothers, who had
moved to this \1cm1t}, as to their proficiency.

On October 30, a special communication was held for conferring the
M.M. Degree on five candidates. All the stations and places were filled with
Past Masters in the East, West and South. There were more than 200 present.

1926
Oscar Tenzer, W. M. C. B. Burmeister, Sr. W.
R. R. Hamilton, Jr.W. J. J. Flachsenhar, Treas.

F. L. Searing, Sec’y.
13



The salary of the Secretary was raised to $200 per year, and made retro-
active for 1925. Again the Scottish Rite Club offered to entertain the children
during the afternoon of a Washington’s Birthday party, and again the Eastern
Star presented a gift of $500 to the Lodge.

A committee recommended that the Blue Lodge, Chapter and Command-
ery each contribute $50 for the ‘Temple News’ to pay for the past-due printing
bills. On October 26, the M. M. Degree was conferred on five candidates by a
team of Brethren from St. Paul, (probably the Osman Temple team). The
Grand Master paid his official visit to the Lodge, and spoke about the new
method of conducting trials in this jurisdiction. The social committee was
active during the year, and some money was turned over to the treasury.
Thirty-nine stated and special communications were held.

1927
C. B. Burmeister, W. M. R. R. Hamilton, Sr. W,
Frank E. Motse, Jr. W. J. J. Flachsenhar, Treas.

F. L. Searing, Sec’y,

Rev. Arthur W, Ratz, Pastor of the Presbyterian Church, gave a splendid
address at the Washington’s Birthday party.

Charges were brought against a member of Mankato Lodge No. 12, who
had been convicted of taking a bribe at Minneapolis.

On April 27 a trial was held, according to the new method by Trial Com-
missioners appointed by the Grand Master, and our Mankato Brother was
expelled from all the rights and privileges of Masonry. The Commandery con-
tributed $50 to the "Temple News' to assist in paying the past-due bills.

During the past several years, several improvements had been made, such
as buying new slides for the lecrures. Also, an addressograph to help the Secre-
tary in his work. Brother R. R. Hamilton, Sr. W., moved to Hibbing—Brother
T. C. Kelly was appointed to the Board of Custodians by the Grand Master.

1928
C. B. Burmeister, W. M. Frank E. Morse, Sr. W.
Earl Girvin, Jr. W, J. J. Flachsenhar, Treas.

F. L. Searing, Sec’y.

The Lodge received $300 from the Grand Lodge for the relief of a desti-
tute widow of a Mankato Mason. The usual Washington’s Birthday parry was
held. September 21, Brother John Ruthke, a member of Germania Lodge No.
160, of Baltimore, Maryland, was a visitor. He invited the Brethren to visit
his Lodge, where all the work is conferred in the German Language. The
‘Temple News’ was again in financial difficulties, and a committee was ap-
pointed to consult with the other Masonic bodies to alleviate it. Cereal
Chapter No. 2, O.ES,, informed the Lodge that they were considering a
Chapter of Job’s Daughters, and inquired if the Temple was avaiiable for
their meetings.

Contributions to the Masonic Home, which had been up to thea more
or less voluntary, were made compulsory, and later on set at $12.50 per mem-
ber. After that, no member couid get a demit unless he had paid his assess-
ment. Later on, the Lodge decided to collect the $12.50 as part of the initia-
tion fee.
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1929

Frank F. Morse, W, M. Loren Clark, Sr. W.
Irving R, Hammer, Jr. W. ], J. Flachsenhar, Treas.
F. L. Searing, Sec’y.

The Grind Imq ve again contributed $300 for the relief of a Mason and

a Mason's widow, For the Washington’s Birthday party dance, it was decided
to admit vniv members of the Masonic bodies who could show a membership
card for 1925 v 1029, This was done to guard against the many outsiders who

had crowded the dance floor on previous occasions.

As in other vears, the Secretary received a check for $300 from the Eastern
Star a~ a wire

Charges seainst two members of Mankato Lodge No. 12 were brought
by the hvr" - Warden. One for the possession of, and the other for sa'e of
intoxicating Aiquur in violation of the laws of the U.S.A. The Grand Master
appoim{-u + zrial commission, and the Lodge received a letter from the Grand
Secretary in Mav that these two members were expelled

Cereal Chapter No. 2 was granted permission to sponsor a branch of
Job’s Dauchrers, with meetings to be held on the second and fourth Mondays
of each month,

Tke ?i*m' ir Steward reported that the tornado of June 11 had done con-
siderablc dimuage to the roof of the Temple, because parts of the roof of the
Ben Pav Hoel had been blown on it. The damage was repaired, and the cost
borne by the insurance company.

Tw o vears earlier, Brother Frank E. Morse had checked the old tecords
at the Court House, and found that the Lodge still had an interest in 200 feet
of the old Masonic Cemetery on North Sixth Street. The Lodge ordered the
Stewards to keep it in good condition. Brother Bobbit, who was engaged to
do the cleaning. reported a body had been removed from the cemetery. As.
the grave was not marked, it is not known who was buried there.

The ovuwside of the Temple was painted by Brother Zeno at a cost of
$189.50. On December 20, at a stated meeting, the Grand Master was received
with proper honors. He installed the officers elected and appointed for the
ensuing vear. As he had done on previous occasions, Brother O. Tenzer pre-
sented Brother Frank E. Morse with a Past Master’s apron, as a personal gift.

1930

TLoren Clark, W. M. Irving R. Hammet, Sr. W.
Harrv L. Peterson, Jr. W.  ]. J. Flachsenhar, Treas.
F. L. Searing, Sec’y.

The Secretarw announced that he had received a gift of $300 from the
Eastern Star. and Cereal Chapter No. 2 also had put aside $150 to be used for
decorating the interior of the Temple. Washington’s Birthday party was held
on February 21. At a special communication on March 14, the Grand Master
paid his official visit to the Lodge. The Third Degree was conferred on
Brother Harold M. Kleinschmidt, with over 200 members and visitors present.
All the stations and places were filled by Past Grand Masters. The Srandard
Oil Company rented the empty lot next to the Temple as a temporary filling
station while their own building was erected. Brother W. P. Scherer was
appointed chairman of the Soc1a1 Committee.

Quite a few letters were received during several years past, announcing
the suspension and expulsion of Brethren for un-Masonic conduct. This writer
wonders if the Prohibition Laws had something to do with this. The Secretary
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recommended that the dues of Brother Larkin be remitted, as this Brother had
paid dues since 1869,

1931
Irving R. Hammet, W. M. Harry L. Peterson, Sr. W.
George J. Miller, Jr. W. J. J. Flachsenhar, Treas.
F. L. Searing, Sec'v.

A gift of $400 was received from Cereal Chapter No. 2. Also $400 was
received from the Grand Lodge for the relief of several Masonic widows of
former members. Brother Frank Lossow was appointed as janitor of the build-
ing and Tyler at $75 per month. The Rev. Ezra Clemens was allowed $15 for
the Washington’s Birthday address. Another S300 was received from the
Grand Master for the relief of a destitute widow,

The depression of the thirties made itse!f felt in a very acute manner.
On November 6, the Secretary read a list of names whose unpaid dues amount-
ed to more than $400. On November 27, the Grand Master, J. L. Mitchell,
accompanied by the Deputy Grand Master, visited Mankato Lodge No. 12,
and were received with proper honors. During many vears, at the death of our
Brethren, Brother Walter Sanborn conducted the funeral services in an
admirable form.

1932
Harry L. Peterson, W. M.  Geo. ]. Miller, Sr. W.
E. P. Baecker, Jr. W. J. 1. Flachsenhar, Treas.

F. L. Searing, Sec'v.

The Lodge received Christmas and New Year's greetings from Job's
Daughters. A gift of $300 was received from Cereal Chapter, O.E.S. Brother
Stafford King, State Auditor, was asked to be the speaker at the Washington’s
Birthday observance, but could not come on account of sickness. The Lodge
voted $100 for the relief of a needy Brother. In the spring of the year, Job’s
Daughters planted some cherry trees at Siblev Park.

Cereai Chapter No. 2, O.E. S, presented the Lodge with a new altar.
On October 21, the 75th anniversary of the Lodge was celebrated, with the
Grand officers, five Past Grand Masters, fifteen Past Masters of Mankato
Lodge No. 12, and many Brethren present. The Grand Master gave a very
instructive and carefully worked out address. The Lodge conveyed its interest
in the Masonic Cemetery to the Citv of Mankato for park purposes, to be
known as Pioneer Memorial Park. The bv-laws were amended to include three
trustees to the elective officers of the Lodge. all of which, except the first three,
to be elected for three-vear terms. Under this amendment, they have full
supervision over all real estate and personal property, and make an annual re-
port each December to the Lodge.

1933
Geoge J. Miller, W. M. E. P. Baecker, Sr. W,
Bert Yarwood, Jr. W. J. J. Flachsenhar, Treas.

F. L. Searing, Sec’y.

Owing to the inability of many Brethren to pay their dues in full, and
also of the other Masonic bodies to pay their rent, the Lodge borrowed $1,500
from the bank to have money for emergencies. They received a gift of $200
from the Eastern Star. Brother Koffron was appointed custodian at $65 per
month.
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The Board of Trustees worked out a budget of anticipated necessary ex-
penses of the Lodge. A special committee was appointed to thoroughly audit
the books of the Lodge. The Secretary resigned. Brother C. B. Burmeister
was appoinied aciny Secreiary, and a new system of bookkeeping set up. At
a stated mceting on March 3, Brother Loren Clark was elected Secretary. On
May 1. an occasional Grand Lodge was held at Mankato for the purpose of
conducting the funeral service for our Brother, Past Grand Master J. M. Mc-
Conneli. The scrvice at the grave was conducted by the Grand Master, M. J.
Brown, accompanied by many Grand officers. The Trustees recommended that
the Secretarv and Treasurer of the Lodge be placed under bond.

A new bhoiler was installed at a cost of $639.24. Brother Samuel Q. Larkin
died in Minneapolis. He had been a member of Masonic Lodge for sixty-five
years.

These were hard times, with the whole country suffering from a depres-
sion. About twehve million people without jobs. The Secretary report showed
twentv-six stricken for nonpayment of dues. One of the banks had not opened
as yet, so the charity fund of the Lodge was frozen there. The unpaid dues for
1931, 1932, and 1933 were $2,059. On top of that, they had to buy a new
boiler. The Cnmmandery owed the Lodge $550 in unpaid rent. Bat many of
the Brethren who were then stricken from the rolls were reinstated later when
conditions improved.

Membership at end of year, 491.

1934
E. P. Baecker, W. M. B. E. Yarwood, Sr. W.
H. G. Brendler, Jr. W. Harvey Pass, Treas.
Loren Clark, Sec'y.

On February 2, at a stated communication, a short business session was
held. Then. ar 8:40, the Marshall escorted the Past Masters into the Lodge
room. Three Past Grand Masters, Widell, Held and Erickson, wete seated in
the East. The Marshal again retired and escorted the Job’s Daughters guardian,
followed bv four De Molay boys, with the U. S. flag, and followed by thirty-
five Job's Daughters clad in their robes. The flag was placed on the platform,
and the bovs and girls seated in the East. A splendid program consisting of
music, readings and song was then given by the young people. A memorial
was then held for Past Grand Master McConnell. Talks were given by the
Master, E. P. Baecker, and Brothers G. M. Palmer, Widell, Held, Erickson,
J. N. Day. Wilson, Kelly and Tenzer of Lodge No. 12, and Geo. Kraus of
Wilton Lodge.

A letter from the Grand Secretary reported that the trial commission had
suspended one of our Brothers for one year.

The by-laws were amended to reduce the fees for membership to $50.
On June 1, Job's Daughters presented the Lodge with a check for $50 in token
of appreciation for the kindness shown them.

The Secretary. Brother Loren Clark, resigned, and the Master appointed
Brother D. E. Walker as acting Secretary. On September 18, the Lodge held
a rededication meeting, as requested by the Grand Master. The Brethren as-
sembled around the altar, and kneeling, recited the obligations of the three
degrees, led by the Master and Wardens. After that, Past Master Miller read
the rededication address, as received from the Grand Master, followde by Past
Master Wilson, with a talk of constitutional week observance September 21.
The Grand Master, B. S. Adams, and many other Grand officers were received
with proper honors.
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Times were still tough, and the dues of about thirty Brethren were re-
mitted for one year.

Brother Walter Sanborn again gave all the funeral orations during the
year.

1935
B. E. Yarwood, W. M. H. G. Brendler, Sr. W.
Le Roy Frentz, Jr. W. H. J. Pass, Treas.
D. E. Walker, Sec'y.

On motion, the Grand Lodge was petitioned to assist with $360 for the
relief of a destitute Brother, and the widow of another Brother.

In a letter from the Grand Lodge, it was suggested that the Lodges in-
stall a question box whete questions were dropped to be answered at later
meetings. Brothers Hammett and T. C. Kellv were appointed to answer sub-
mitted questions. March 30, there was a well attended meeting called, “Travel-
ing Salesmen’s Night”. The Third Degree was conferred with all the twelve
craftsmen, and some other places being filled with traveling men. Another
fine meeting was on May 3, when the Past Muasiers and Past Grand Masters
were honored by the Lndge At this occasion Brother Sanborn answered the
submitted questions. Brother Robert E. Dorn. Putor of the Methodist Church,
gave the address of the evening.

On September 29, Grand Master ¥. ;. McKeown and other Grand of-
ficers were received with grand honors. An umendment to the by-laws was
passed reducing the fees to <45 for the degrees. Brother Sanborn was thanked
by the Master for responding to everv tuneral call. and gave him a ioken
of appreciation.

On December 19, Rose Croix Shrine No. 13, Order of the White Shrine
of Jerusalem, was instituted with appropriate ceremonies.

1936
H. G. Brendler, W. M. Le Roy Frentz, Sr. W.
Otto P. Rinde, Jr. W. H. J. Pass, Treas.
D. E. Walker, Secy.

It was announced that any requests of the educational committe for in-
formation would be assigned to various members. Bro:hers W. A. Sanborn
and L. C. Coyer were appointed to handle the subject.

Two Masonic funerals in March—on the 23rd for Brother Footner, and
on the 29th for Brother L. L. Burill, another on April 17 for P. W. Pitcher,
all of these with Knights Templar pallbearers and escorts. At the first two,
Brother W. A. Sanborn gave the service, and Brother W, E. Pool at the latter.

At another meeting. the Worshipful Master, Brother Maag, of Khuruin
Lodge of Minneapolis gave a splendid talk on Masonic light. On September
18, the acting Grand Master, F. A. Matson, accompapied by other grand
officers, paid a visit to the Lodge, and was received with grand honors. As
September was public safery month, he gave a very fine address on that sub-
ject. Brother J. B. Smith, then Grand Commander of Knights Templar, and
Wm. E. Pool, Grand Genemllsumo also responded when called upon. The
educational committee was very active during the year in presenting subjects
of interest. These papers were read by Brothers Sanborn, Coyer, Taylor and
Bergmann. However, on some of these occasions, the attendance was dis-
couraging. Brother Harry Johnson spoke on his trip to Sweden, and Brother
Denman showed pictures of a trip taken to Eastern Canada.
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1957
Le Ruoo Frearr, WAL Otto P. Rinde, Sr. W.
Brezw M1 .1\5'>r. T W H. J. Pass, Treas.
Dan E. Walker, Sec'y.
On moues »f Bevhos Gustaf Widell, the Lodge voted $150 ¢ Mankato
Cominandery No. 1.t help chrA} the expenses for the Grand Conclave of
I\mont s xcmpl u oo be held in June of 1937 at Mankato, Brother J. B. Smith

eing the Grand Cornuinder of Minnesota that year.

After a Lipse o several vears, the Lodge again had 2 Washington’s Birth-
day observance. A\ parer was read on the zmci ot landmarks of Mas f)nry by
Brother Hermuan Mol A pamake supper was served by the officers of ihe
Lodge in urch 1he ~ame evening, Harry Peterson as Commander of Man-

kato Comman iz

v N presented the Lodge, on behalf of the York Riic
bodies. with . ¢

©piceare of Past Grand Master Gustaf Widell. On April

(a4

27, the Lodus = mored with a reception all Brethren who had been members
for 40 year~ .. vwore. June 18, Brother Watker congratulated rhe Commandery
for an insioio evtacle and grenr success of the Cmnd Conclave which had
becr heid v Moohane that “ed\ Brl)thers Widell and Harry Peterson thasked
the Lodge 0 thair conperation.

The waces or ne Custodlan were increased to 575 per montn., A toile:
was put in oo .o bree floor. Qe\ent} -five members and visirors weee nresent
on Qciober 17 o hear an address given by District Tudge, Brother T
of Waceon, -~ Constitution of the United Srates.

On Nuuﬁﬂ(f 3, the Grand Master Frank W. Martson, and other Grand
Officers came - ~isit and were received with the proper hoore

The Pu-t Muasters of Mankato Lodge No. 12 were honored 2¢ a special
commusiicaidon o November 26. »\rtcr a dinner, the Past Maszers conferred
the Third Degeree on several candidates. The new officers were inszalied on

December 17, The Charity Committee read their report, and it was voted that
the Grand Li:due be asked to continue the paymen: of 510 ner month to two

Mankato beneticiaries. Brother W. AL Sanborn, as in previous years, conducted
tue L\[’l‘()ﬂu fiinerals.

1938
O P Rinde, W, M. Brett M. Taylor, Sr. W.
Lester Cover, jr. W, H. J. Pass, Treas.
E. Walker, Sec’y.

A Washington's Birthday party was held on February 22, On March 25,
a reception and banguer was held in honor of former service men, now mem-
bers of the Lodge. Of the eighiy-ore ex-servicemen members, fifty-cight were
present, George J. Miller. Past Master, presided. There was singing led by
Brother Wm. Schuldt, a rolt cail of honor by D. E. Walker, an address by 5. B.
Wilson, and reminiscences by Harry Johason

On May 13, the Past Masters conferred the Third Degree on a number
of candidates. Brother Fred E. Davey, onc of the candidates, was presented
with a Masonic pin givern by his Grandfather. Three generations of I\,,e} ;
were present: the cmdlda.,, his father, and his grandfather. Two weeks later
the Past Masters conferred the M.M. Degree, because Mrs. Rinde had died,
and the Master was absent.

Several events of interest during the year; namely, a picnic on July 19,
a farmer’s night on Gctober 14, and by order of the Grand Master, a rededica-
tion night October 18, with the obligations and reading of the landmarks.
Grand Master R. W. Stanford, visited the Lodge on November 4.
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1939
Brett M. Taylor, W. M. Lester Coyer, Sr. W,
Kyle L. Matteson, Jr. W. H. ]. Pass, Treas.
D. E. Walker, Sec’y.

On May 206, the members of Zurah Temple Shrine degree team, conferred
the Third Degree on three candidates. The Shrine Chanters Quartet furnished
appropriate music, which was much enjoved. It was announced that the degree
team is composed of all ex-servicemen to promote the interests of Masonry.

The dining room was redecorated a: a cost of $154. On June 23, a memor-
able communication was held as a Pas: Master's night. The Third Degree was
conferred by the Past Grand Masters. and Past Masters of No. 12. The Grand
Master of Minnesota, Gunnar H. Nordby. ind most of the other grand of-
ficers, were present. The Grand High Priest of Roval Arch Masons of Minne-
sota, Harry L. Peterson, who is one of our own members, and Wm. E. Pool,
who was Grand Commander, also honored the Lodge with their presence.

The Zuhrah Temple Merry Makers ave an entertrainment on November
9 at the Teacher’s College under the auspices of Blue Earth Chapter No. 7, and
Mankato Commandery.

When it came to giving lectures in the degree work, Brother Loren Clark
and Oscar Tenzer were alwayvs available.

1940
Lester C. Cover, W. M. Kule L. Matteson, Sr. W.
Milton D. Mason, Tr. W', H. ]. Pass. Treas.
D. E. Walker. Sec'v.

A box social and dance were held after a stated meeting on March 1.
Brother Irving Hammet acted as auctioneer. Colored slides of Mexico were
shown at a meeting bv Brother Paul T. Rockev on March 15. During April,
the Lodge appropriated the sum of 3150 to furnish an infirmary at the
Masonic Home.

It was suggested to resume the publication of the “Temple News’, which
had not been printed for several vears. A committee was appointed, and after
their report, a discussion was held. It was decided to be careful until the Lodge
was in a better financial condition.

On May 24, at a special meeting with the Senior Grand Warden and
Grand Secretary present, the M. M. Degree was conferred on Harlan and
Willard Held by their father, Past Grand Master Herman Held, with other
Past Grand Masters and Past Masters filling all the stations. At the conclusion,
Senior Grand Warden Wm. P. Sturtz gave a splendid talk.

A fellowship meeting was held on September 6, with 150 present, twenty-
eight Lodges represented, among them many Grand Officers and other digni-
taries. The Grand Lodge was again asked to give $10 per month for a Mason’s
widow.

1941
Kyle L. Matteson, W. M. Milton D. Mason, Sr. W.
Rolande F. Johnson, Jr. W. Harvey ]. Pass, Treas.
D. E. Walker, Sec’y.

A Washington’s Birthday party was given on February 22. The first all-
Masonic party was held on Saturday, May 24. A committee was appointed to
keep in touch with all the members, and sons of members then in the U. S.
army.
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In September. the Lodge sponsored a card party for buying shirts for the
Masonic bowling team which had been established. A fellowship meeting was
held on October 17, when the Grand Master, C. C. Colton, and Deputy Grand
Master W. P. Sturty were present. The Grand Master requested that Brother
Herman Held preside over a question and answer session to arouse more in-
terest among the Brethren. This proved to be an enlightening experience for
all those present. After that, the Grand Master gave a very fine address.

During the ve:- the educational committee read several papers. At one
meeting, thev had an interesting evening by asking everyone present why he
had become 1 Mason,

1942
Milten DL Mason, W. M. Rolande F. johnson, Sr. W.
Toho G Davison, Jr. W. Harvey J. Pass, Treas.
Dan E. Walker, Sec’y.

The obswrvance of Washington’s Birthday was held after a stated meeting
on February 200 with an inzeresting address by Brother A. B. Morris.

On Mardk 200 an appeal for funds was made on behalf of the Masonic
Service Asvidiurion for their work in the various Army camps.

On Apri! 2, Brorher Andrew Lundia gave an interesting talk of his work
on Antgua Islind. West Indies, and about the life of the natives there. A
contribucion f ~25 from the Charity Fund was made to the Navy Relief
Comm. A picnic ar the Masonic Club at Lake Washington was held on Sun-
day, Ju'v 19, wi-h all the various Masonic bodies cooperating. During the
month, a letter from the Grand Lodge was received, with the information that
fifty-vear buttons were now on hand and ready for distribution. On Septem-
ber 17, the Grand Master, W. P. Sturtz and other Grand Officers were re-
ceived with Grand honors. Three fifty-year buttons were presented by the
Grand Master to three Brothers on this occasion.

On Ocober 16 a school of instruction was held on the Third Degree,
with Brother .A. Fred Peterson custodian in charge. The members response to
the Masonic Service Committee was excellent, and it went over the top.
Tickets for the all-Masonic parties were on sale by the committee.

1943
Rolande F. Johnson, W. M. John G. Davison, Sr. W.
Albert P. Ackermann, Jr. W. Harvey J. Pass, Treas.
Dan E. Walker, Sec’y.

The Lodge donated the use of the first floor of the Temple for the dura-
tion of the war to all patriotic and other meetings in connections with the war
effort. Many of the officers and Brethren of the Lodges had joined the arnred
forces, and letters from them began to arrive from many parts of the world,
such as Alaska, Kodiak, Africa and the Pacific Islands.

Past Grand Master Gustaf Widell, died on March 5 and was buried on
March 8 from the Methodist Church, with Past Grand Master, W. P. Sturtz
giving the funeral oration.

Brother John Anderson, who resides in Los Angeles, sent to the Lodge
two $iN0 war bonds and S70 in 1942 quarters, to pay for his dues till he was
a hundred years old.

On September 21 the Grand Master, Louis H. Coleson, and other Grand
Officess paid their official visit to the Lodge. A Masonic quartet enteriained
the Lodge on several occasions, but minutes do not say who the members were.

Action was taken on the wish of our late Brother Gustaf Widell, that the
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pictures of the other Past Grand Masters of No. 12 be hung in the anteroom.
A committee was appointed for the all Masonic parties, as they had been a
success in previous years.

1944
Henry G. Brcnd er, W. M. Ozto P. Rinde, Sr. W.
Haslan D. He Jr. W, Harvey J. Pass, Treas.
Dan E. Walker, Sec'v.

As can be seen by the above rew officers, many of the officers and
Brethren nud joined the service of our councry during the year,

A his story-making eveat was cmmcd on 3"emu"uv 11, as ti:e Governor of
Minpesora, Brodker Edward I Thye, honored the Iodge with h's visit. Invita-
cions had T ecn cone cut to surrounding [odges. and there werc 223 present.
All thase prorent were impressed by *hp interesting 2 dress o F the Goveraor,
ster of Social Locge No. 48 ¢f Northf .d, MMinnmesorns Several smus-
ical nwnbers given by Mes, Mijton Masen acd Mr. und Mee Johno Deters
adaed to the enjoviment of the evening.

A namber of urgent up[:m,‘ f)r car:wihurions were made v the Grand

i ; K <arton. as many of our Brethren
“ine pictuse was shown eptitied,
- embers with the work of the
: K sanhere, 2 Cotonel in the Army,
NS T DT SR PRI ORI Y WS in '»'?';141:1" L(\d”“ﬁ in Texas

"Ny Qon is Your B,u*’

and the : .
In julv. the Secrear ropories s
given by the Lodge in 1933 ) the Mankorn
bezn paid in full.
On Ocrober 6, the actice C:rand Master, Brother Wm. P. Holman and
other Grand Officers peid a vivir 10 the Tod s;e, Or this ccrasion, Past Master,
Rrorher S. B. Wilson was [re cated with bis ffty vear buiton. Brother A. T.

iance of the note for $5,000,
actery Associaiton had fmal]\'

\«. veong, wno had received bis fif o0 borran the’ previcus year, was htesenf
- onthic evening, the varwiing o0 die pletures of the Past Crand Masrer
()f \f.ﬂl\ 10 Lodge \Tu, 12 teok nlacn
During rhe vear, many levnre wopr received from onr Brehren in the
1med semvice, ;mnnq thess rite; 3o b

ann was the most
tmas 5 to all the mem-
- Lodee was bosy during the year, as
c of candidares

dit.peni. 7o wos decided by che
Lars in rhe service of our coo .
many special communications had
who were home on furloush,

On December 2 word was received from the a
W. N. Hastings had been killed in acrion in France,

that our Brother

-la

1945

Harold I, Dubnic, W, M. Wenneth AL Gollmar, Sr. W

Wi, R, Rloemoeren, Te. W, Harvev 1. Pass, Treas.
' an E. Walker, Sec’
(‘-n February 16 the Lodge was approached bv one of the Trusees of
Tereal Chaprer No, 2, O.F. 8. in regacds to certain improvements which the
Fastern Star cos templated in the Temple. The Trustees of the Lodge were

instructed to meet with those of the Star and report back for action,

A Past Master’s night was held on March 5 with 200 members and visicores
present. All but five of our own Past Masters, and fifteen Past Masters of
neighboring Lodges were present. The principal attraction of the evening was
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a Masonic play, "'A Rose Upon the Altar”, given by our dramatic club. This
play found so much favor. that our Brother actors were invited to repeat their
excellent performance for other Lodges and E. S. Chapters in a number of
towns. This play was directed by Brother Bernard Boman.

The Trustees reported on March 16 about their meeting with the Board
of Cereal Chapter. and recommended the acceptance of the generous offer of
the Star. This offer was to spend half of the legacy, about $12,000, which
they had received from a former Matron, to modernize and improve the
Temple. On mtion, the Lodge acceptde the offer with thanks and voted
to give Cereal Chuprer ten yvears of free rent beginning from the time the im-
provements were completed.

A free entercainment was given by the Zurah Merry Makers on May 25
at the Mankato Armory. The cost to the Lodge was 835 for rent for the
Armory, and 1 free meal for the entertainers. The war ended in August, and
at that ume. there were forty-nine of our members in the armed forces.

The Zurah Merrv Makers must have enjoyed their welcome in Marnkato,
because thev «ittered to send the Chanters to our town under the same condi-
tion. This recreation was held on Ocrober 26 and was enjoyed by all. The
Lodge again spincored a recognition night for the Masonic Bowling team.

It was announced that the first all-Masonic party would be given on No-
vember 24. Grand Master W. F. Holman and staff paid his official visit
to the Lodge «n November 16 and they were received with proper honors.
The Masonic plav “A Rose Upon the Altar,” was given. The Grand Master
favored us with an inspiring address. On November 30, Brother H. E. John-
son conferred the First Degree on three candidates, one of which being his
son, H. C. fohnson.

1946
Ken A. Gollmar, W. M. Wm. R. Blomgren, Sr. W.
Albert P. Ackermann, Jr.W. Harvey J. Pass, Treas.
Dan E. Walker, Sec’y.

The Birthday of George Washington, our first President, and Brother
Mason v held on February 22nd. "

Quite o number of candidates were accepted during the winter months,
and many special meetings were held for doing degree work. On Match 15,
our Secretarv. 1). F. Walker, showed colored slides of a trip west he had taken
the previous vear. During the next two months, moving pictures of combat
were shown by Sergeant Cornish, and slides by the Rev. Brother Dorn.,

On September 18 Cereal Chapter No. 2 celebrated its 75th anugiversary.

As the Lodge has thirteen candidates eligibie for the Second Degree, a
dispensation was asked for and received for September 6, to confer the degree
on ten candidates, but only two presented themselves. On October 6, Brother
A. Rindelaub was granted the privilege to confer the first degree on three of
his sons. The Scottish Rite Choir of Minneapolis gave a concert at the Armory
on QOctober 20. The committee who was appointed to sell tickets for the all-
Masonic parties, reported good progress. The Lodge and Eastern Star joined
in giving a Christunas party for the children of Masons. This party was a
great success, and has been continued every year since then.

1947
Wm. R. Blomgren, W. M. Albert P. Ackermann, Sr. W.
Elmer J. Uppstrom, Jr. W. Harvey J. Pass, Treas.
Dan E. Walker, Sec’y.
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S afvWasa busy month, with five communications, with work in the
= tne 2+4th and 31st. On February 7 a sound movie entitled “Aid and
w.~ shown after the close of the meeting. Brother Paul Hallman enter-

:ne Brethren on March 7 with colored slides taken in Japan and the

~.ne Islands. The Scottish Rite Degree Team conferred the "Third degree

Lan W

Blue Larth Chapter No. 7, R. A. M., agreed to sponsor the all-Masonic

:e~ during the winter. The Grand Master, C. L. Jacobson and eight other

\ -md Officers visited the Lodge on October 24. The salary of the Custodian

was raised to $100 per month, and a bonus of $200 voted to him for the past

»var. Nineteen-hundred and fort) seven was a fruitful year. No less than fifty

s ued and special communications were held. With twenty-six special meet-

ings, the officers were kept busy conferring degrees.

1948
Albert P. Ackermann, W. M. Elmer J. Uppstrom, Sr. W.
Wm. A. Cliff, Jr. W, Harvey J. Pass, Treas.

Dan E. Walker, Sec’y.

On January 30, the Third Degree was conferred on three candidates by
the employees of the Standard Oil Company, to honor one of their associates
who was raised that evening.

Brother A. H. Ogle gave a talk on February 6 on his experiences as an
Air Force pilot durmn the war. In April. a committee was appointed to collect
one dollar per member for the Masonic Service Association. The Lodge re-
ceived a letter from Past Mascer F. E. Morse who is stationed in Munich,
Germany. Grand Master J. B. Tomhave honored the Lodge with a visit, and
was received in due form. lle presented Brothers Stephan, Searing and
Paddock with fifty-year buttons.

A school of instruction was held on June 17 by Custodian Fred Peterson
in the First Degree, and on Julv 15 exemplifying the work in the Third
Degree. The dues were raised to $8.00 per year. The tickets for the all-Masonic
parties were set at $1.50 per couple for four parties. The Scottish Rite team
from Minneapolis conferred the Third Degree on Octobr 29. Among others,
twelve 33rd Degree Masons took part in the work. Fifty-year buttons were
presented to Brothers Gerlich and Balkwill on November 5. The children’s
Christmas party was held in the afternoon of December 18.

1949
Elmer J. Uppstrom, W. M. Wm. A. Cliff, Sr. W.
Vernard E. Lundin, Jr. W. Harvev J. Pass, Treas.
Dan E. Walker, Sec'y.

As in former years, a letter was received from the Square and Compass
Club of the University of Minnesota, offering their assistance to any Masons
or sons of Masons attending the State Univ ersity. On January 19 the Third
Degree was conferred on five candidates. As a surprise to Brothers D. E.
Walker and Wm. Koffron, the meeting was called Walker and Koffron night,
to honor these two Brothers for their many years of faithful and unse'fish
services to the Lodge. Past Grand Master G. H. Notby was also present a*
the festivities of the evening. On March 18 the Lodge again received one of
the interesting letters from Past Master Brother F. E. Morse from Munich,
Germany.
and the Executive Secretary of the Masonic Service Association and Past

At a stated communication on June 17 the Grand Master Ray E. Cummins,
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Grand Master of the District of Columbia, Carl Claudy of Washington,
D. C,, were received with grand honors. The occasion was the presenting
of three fifty-year buttons to three Brethren of Mankato Lodge No. 12:
Brothers Sleight, Paddock and Allan Jackson. Also, the Grand Master pre-
sented Brother A. Rindelaub with a framed certificate as a Minnesota Monitor,
which had been granted to him by the Board of Custodians upon an examina-
tion held by the Board. Brother Claudy was the speaker of the evening, and
his address was indced enlightening and of great interest to all those present.
Brother Claudyv is the author of many books on Masonry, and also wrote
quite a number of Masonic plays.

It was moved and adopted that the Lodge remit the $50 rent to the Job’s
Daughters. as the girls had given such excellent service in waiting on tables
at the many dinners of the Lodge. Announcement was made of the all-Masonic
parties, with ticke:s again to be at $1.50 per couple. Schools of instruction on
the three degrees. with Custodian Brother Fred Peterson in charge, on October
5, 20 and 25. The Shrine Merry Makers gave a very fine entertainment at the
Kato Ballroom on December 7. Brother Ed Kelly had received his fifty-year
pin on December 5. The year 1949 was one of the busiest in the history of
the Lodge. No less than fifty-nine meetings were held, and Brother Elmer
Uppstrom surely was kept busy. On seven different occasions, we received dis-
pensations from the Grand Master to confer work on more than five can-
didates. Brother Dan E. Walker resigned as Secretary.

1950

Wm. A. Cliff, W. M. Vernard E. Lundin, Sr. W,
Chas. H. Otto, Jr. W. Harvey ]. Pass, Treas.
H. G. Stangland, Sec'y.

A dispensation was received from the Grand Master to confer the Second
Degree on more than five candidates on February 27. On that date, the Second
Degree was conferred on eight candidates, one of whom was Brother Harry
Thiesfield, W. M. in 1956. The salary of the Secretary was raised to $400 per
year.

On March 24 a dispensation was again asked for and received from the
Grand Master, to confer the first degree on more than five candidates. Con-
sequently, the E. A. Degree was conferred on nine petitioners on that day.
A DeMolay initiation was held on March 29. On April 7, the Second Degree
was conferred on eight candidates. Again a dispensation was received, and the
Third Degree conferred on seven candidates on April 20.

At a state communication on April 21, distinguished visitors were Grand
Master K. M. Brown, and Past Master Tom Davis of South Harold, England.
Our own Brother Cecil Jones, who had taken a trip to England the previous
year, brought greetings from the Grand Master of Middlesex, England, by
means of a voice recording.

On May 5, Brother Tom Davis, with the help of some of our Brothers,
demonstrated the ceremonies of opening and closing, and also the degree
work as it is done in England. This was indeed a very interesting experience.

Again six candidates for the Second Degree on May 25 and on June 9 for
the Third Degree. During September, it was announced that the all-Masonic
parties again be held with tickets to be $2.00 per couple.

On November 9, the Second Degree was conferred on eight Brothers.
The by-laws were amended to raise the fees to $65, with the additional $12.50
for the Masonic Home, making $77.50. A special dispensation from the Grand
Master, giving permisison to confer the Third Degree on six candidates on
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December 8th. The rentals of the other bodies were raised $50 each per year,
and the Custodian’s salary was raised to S150 per month.

A very busy year again under Bill Cliff, and so much degree work that
nine special dispensations were received to confer the work on more than five
candidates.

[951
Vernard E. Lundin, W. M. <Cha<. H. Otro, Sr. W,
Francis Robertson, jr. W. Harver ] Pass, Treas.
H G. Stangland. Sec's.

On account of the flood in Mankato md North Mankato, permission
was granted to The Salvation Armv to usc the Temple without charge for
their splendid work among the flood sufferers.

There are no minutes for any meetings held during the month of August.
The dates for the all Masonic pariies were announced October 5. On October
12, at a special communication, the Pus: Musvers of No. 12 were honored.
On this evening, the Grand Master and cther grand officers paid a visit to
the Lodge. Three of our Brothers. namclv, Herman Held, Frank Pay and

. W. Bates, were escorted to the East and prosented with fifty-yar buttons,
Then the Grand Master gave us a vern ineresting and educational talk.

Th Zuhrah Chanters came to Mank.i:o on November 9 and entertained
us with their usual splendid performance. (3n November 16 the First Degree
was conferred on seven candidates and on the *0th siv were passed to Second
Degree. Then, on December 15, seven were muade Master Masons. The chil-
dren’s Christmas party was held before the hulidays, sponsored jointly by the
Lodge and Star.

1952
Chas. H. Otto, W. M. I'readis Robertson, Sr. W.
Randall Rowe, Jr. W. e 10 Pass, Treqs
H. G. Stanglind, sec'y,

As in former years, it was voted v grant free rent to the Job's Daughters
for the ensuing vear.

New flues were put ia the boiler 11 2 (ot of $611.93. A special dispensa-
tion was received from the Grand Maser. (o confer the Second Degree on
six candidates on September 19.

The by-laws were brought up t date. On November 7 the Senior Grand
Warden Brother Le Rov Marson, honored the Lodge with his presence. The
occasion being Past Master's night. with thirteen present, and the commemora-
tion of the 200th anniversarv of the inidation of George \Y/'dshmgton as a
Mason. Brother Matson gave us an enlightening and interesting lecture on
Washington—his early hardsh1ps. and his struggles during the Revolutonary
War. The children’s Christmas party was held on December 20.

1953
Randall Rowe, W. M. Emory Burgess, Sr. W.
George Sjodin, Jr. W, Harvey ]. Pass, Treas.
Herb. G. Stangland, Secv
At a special communication on January 5, Brother Dan E. Walker was
honored, the occasion being the presentation of a fifty-year buiton to him
by Past Grand Master Herman Held. The Second Degree was conferred on
six candidates on January 23, and the Third Degree on six candidates on
February 19.
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During June, the roof was repaired at a cost of $486. In July the exterior
of the Temple was painted at a cost of $1,095.

On September 25, we received a visit from the Grand Master, Brother
H. T. Olson and several other grand officers. After a delicious turkey dinner,
the distinguished visitors were received in due form. The Grand Master pre-
sented Brother Ed Townsend with a fifty-year button. It was announced that
schools of instruction would be held on October 27, November 3, and No-
vember 9. Past Grand Master, Brother Herman Held died on October 25,
The Past Master's night was held on November 13, with Past Masters occupy-
ing the chairs during the conferring of the Third Degree. Guests of honor
were five fifty-vear members.

1954
Emorv Burgess, W. M. George Sjodin, Sr. W.
Harrv Thiesfield, Jr. W, Harvey J. Pass, Treas.
Herb. G. Stangland, Sec'y.

Our Brother David A. Jones was presented with a fifty-year button on
January 15. Tt wis announced that a resclution had been adopted by the Grand
Lodge, ar its last session, that, with the permission of the Grand Lodge, a
Lodge of sorrow for funerals could be opened at the beginning of the year,
vi/lhich would dispense with any further openings for funerals for the rest of
the year.

The by-laws were amended making dues begining January 1st, 1955 $10
per vear. Schoolv of instruction were held on October 28, November 18 and
December 10. It was moved and adopted that Job’s Daughters again be given
free reat during 1955, Secretary Herb. G. Stangland resigned, and Brother
E. H. Metag was elected to fill his place,

1955

George O. Sjodin, W. M.  Harry Thiesfield, Sr. W.
George Snitzler, Jr. W. Harvey J. Pass, Treas.
E. H. Metag, Sec’y.

ast Grand Mascer, . B. Temhave paid a visit to the Lodge on February
4. As Chairman of the Masonic Home Board, he gave a very interesting and
instructive ralk on the Masonic Home. On February 18, during a stated meet-
ing, a George Washington's Birthday observance was held, with Brother A.
Rindelaub giving a short historical talk of Washington, the man and Mason.
Also, appreciation was expressed to Brother Sjodin for the efficient arrange-
ments for the Area meeting which had been held on February 5. On Easter
Sunday, a plant of Easter lilies was seat to all sick and shut-in Brethren of the
Lodge. In the month of June, our Worshipful Master Brother Geo. O. Sjodin,
on his doctor’s advice, entered a sanitorium for a lung ailment. We are happy
to say, that he returned before the year was over in a hale and robust condi-
tion. Brother and Mrs. Wm. Koffron celebrated their 50th anniversary at
the Masonic Temple on August 7. A Third Degree was held on November
12 on Past Master’s night with a dinner. Announcement was made of the
Grand Lodge project of building a Masonic Memorial Hospital on the campus
of the University of Minnesota. The first all-Masonic parties were held on
December 10 and December 31.
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1956

Harry Thiesfield, W. M. George Scheer, Sr. W.
Adolph Rindelaub, Jr. .  Harvev Pass, Treas.

Erwin H. Metg. Sec'y.

At a stated communication on Januarv 6, the Lodge voted to petition the
Masonic Home Board for admission of Brother F., L. Stephan and Mrs.
Stephan for admission to the Minnesota Masonic Home. It was also announced
that Brother A. Rindelaub had been appiinted Chairman of Mankato Lodge
No. 12 for the Masonic Memorial Cancer Hospital campaign. The drive for
funds for the hospital began late in Januarv, with thirty-nine Brethren par-
ticipating in this well worth while cause. Besides the Chairman, A. Rindelaub,
and Vice Chairman Harry Thiesfield. thirtv-seven other Brethren expressed
themselves to do all in their power tn» make the drive a success. We had a
kick-off on January 22, with all the vnlunzeers present and ready to start work-
ing. Four of these; namely, Brothers Ge.rge Scheer, Elmer Chisholm, Adolph
Lundin and Bernard Boman acted a< ciprains. Fach captain selected eight
solicitors to report to them. At that meeting. Brother Milton D. Mason gave
an inspiring talk about the worthiness and need of the cause. We think that
the solicitors who worked so diligentlv t put the drive over the top deserve
specific recognition here. Besides the four caprains, there were: Alfred Salis-
bury, Jr., E. F. Rogers, Al Ackermann. Vernard Lundin, Harvey Pass, Clifford
Dietz, Leon Appel, John Hoerr, Ton: Herion, Vern Randall, Roy Wennen,
B. W. Kough, John W. Smith, Marcel Welcome, Ralph Schobert, Clarence
Tolin, O. H. Morphew, Howard William«. W', Farl Pay, Brett M. Taylor, Wm.
Edwards, Geo. A. Johnson, Channing Wincer, Royal Lee, Milton Mason,
Curtis Enke, S. T. Austin, Phil Hammurzren. Emory Burgess, John Kooistra,
Med Jones, Chas. Kudrle, and ]. Stanlev l.nes, These men were so successful
that by February 11 we were able ¢ <cnd t the Minneapolis headquarters
in cash and pledges the sum of $G.32n. Bv mid-August, we had $11,003. The
help which was given by, so gracioushv. <everal Sisters of the Eastern Star in
typing and mailing letters was greatls arnreciared. Sisters Marjorie Thompson
and Josephine Lines not onlyv helped in the preliminaries, but also gave val-
uable assistance by aid in checking re:urns. Later on, Sister Marjorie has, on
several occasions, cheerfully volunteered o tvpe and duplicate follow-up let-
ters for the chairman.

Brother John Anderson of Lo Angeles. Calif., who in 1943 had paid his
Blue Lodge and also Chapter dues up t his one hundredth year in advance,
again demonstrated his love for his Masonic affiliation, by sending a bank
draft of $101 for the Masonic Memorisl Hospital fund.

At the Grand Chapter meeting of the Fasrern Star of Minnesota held
in May, Sister Mildred Dietz. Pasr Marron and beloved member of Cereal
Chapter No. 2 of Mankato was elected Grand Matron of the Grand Chapter of
Minnesota. On a Sunday during June a reception in honor of Sister Mildred
was held at the Masonic Temple. About 500 members of the Star and Masons
came for this occasion, including all the Grand Officers of the Star and also
the Grand Master of Masons of Minnesota, to pay their respect to the Worthy
Grand Matron. Brother J. J. Flachsenhar was presented with a fifty-year but-
ton by the Grand Master.

Brother and Mrs. F. L. Stephan were admitted to the Minnesota Masonic
Home during June, and we hear they are very happy there.

During the summer, we had several interesting discussions on diverse
Masonic subjects. At one communication, the ancient landmarks were consid-
ered, and at several other evenings the theme was, “The symbolism of the
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First Degree, the symbolism of the Second Degree,” and also a reflection on,
"“We meet upon the level, we act upon the plumb and we part upon the
square.” These topics were enjoyed by all those present, and we hope added
a little understanding of what Masonry tries to teach.

The Centennial of the granting of the Charter of Mankato Lodge No. 12,
is January 6, 1957. In order to commemorate this memorable occasion, a com-
mittee consisting of Brothers George Scheer and A. Rindelaub was appointed
to make the proper arrangements for this celebration.

1957
The following officers were elected to service in 1957:
George W'. Scheer, W. M. Adolph Rindelaub, Sr. W.
Orrie Morphew, Jr. W. B. W. Kough, Treas.
Med Jones, Sec’y.

29




